
 

 
 
 
 
For Immediate Release 

 

 

Bakersfield Behavioral Healthcare Hospital to Host Career Expo To Help 

Address Surge in Growing Demand For Healthcare Workers in the Mental 

Health and Substance Abuse Fields 
 

Sponsored by Bank of America, In Partnership With Local Colleges  

 
May 27, 2022 – As part of May’s Mental Health Awareness Month, Bakersfield Behavioral 

Healthcare Hospital today announced a new Mental Health Career Expo to match qualified 

individuals and college students with careers in the growing mental health services field.  

 

The global pandemic has created a surge in demand for trained and qualified healthcare 

professionals. To help fill the need for jobs in behavioral healthcare locally, Bakersfield 

Behavioral Healthcare Hospital will host this first ever Mental Health Career Expo with 

partners Bakersfield College, Taft College, California State University Bakersfield and sponsor 

Bank of America, to match qualified individuals and college students with a career in these 

professional sectors. 

 

Bakersfield Behavioral Healthcare Hospital will be holding interviews and offering positions to 

qualified individuals the day of the expo. Bakersfield Behavioral Healthcare Hospital provides 

support to the Bakersfield community all year long as an open access hospital offering services 

for children, adolescents and adults needing mental health, chemical dependency, and co-

occurring disorders treatment. 

 

Event Details: 

Bakersfield Behavioral Healthcare Hospital 

5201 White Lane  

Date: Thursday, June 9th, from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 

“Now more than ever, we see the need for qualified individuals to fill empty seats in mental, 

health and substance abuse career fields,” said Amber Smithson, Director of Business 

Development, Bakersfield Behavioral Healthcare hospital. “By providing a forum in which to 

match qualified individuals interested in pursuing careers in the mental health field, with local 

jobs, we can help ensure we fill our own positions, support the healthcare worker industry 

overall, and most importantly, our community.”  

 
Some of the positions that Bakersfield Behavioral Healthcare Hospital is looking to fill are: 

• Activity Therapist with a $2,000 sign-on bonus available 

• Medical Records Coder 

• Medical Detox Registered Nurse 

https://www.bakersfield.com/news/local-hospitals-seek-hundreds-more-workers-as-surge-looms/article_e8aa1656-cada-11ea-9f8e-afee5b524aea.html


 

• Dietary Aide 

• Housekeeping Supervisor 

• Infection Control Nurse and Educator with a $5,000 sign-on bonus available 

• Intake Counselor 

• Chemical Dependency Outpatient Counselor 

• Registered Nurse House Supervisor with a sign-on bonus available 

• Licensed Therapist with a sign-on bonus available 

• LVN with a $2,500 sign-on bonus available 

• Registered Nurse with a $5,000 sign-on bonus available 

• Mental Health Worker 

 

“As a long-time partner to Bakersfield College, Bank of America helps create career pathways in 

underserved communities to help advance equity and economic opportunity, and this opportunity  

to help fill critical jobs with Bakersfield Behavioral Healthcare Hospital, in an industry that is in 

high-demand, is a great opportunity to extend this work further,” said Karen Zuber, Bank of 

America President Bakersfield. 
 

All individuals are asked to bring resumes and wear their mask at all times.  

To learn more about the Mental Health Career Expo or Bakersfield Behavioral Healthcare Hospital as a 

company, visit: www.bakersfieldbehavioral.com 

 

Link to B-roll:  

https://youtu.be/68n7ZnGs_lU 

 

 

Media Contact:  

Amber Smithson 

661-747-8697 

amber.smithson@bakersfieldbehavioral.com 
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